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To all whom i may concern :

Be it known that I, DAVID A. EPPERSON, of
Haubstadt, in the county of Gibson and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shaft-Supports for
Vebhicles; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, whieh. will enable others
skilled in the art to which.it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, which form a

part of this specification.

Tigure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 2isa
longitudinal sectional view, and Fig. 3 is a
cross-section taken through the lock on the
line » 2, Fig. 2.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like letters of reference.

This invention relates to devices for sup-
porting the shafts of buggies or other vehicles
at any desired elevation; and it consists in the
improved construction and arrangement of
parts, which will be hereinatter fully deseribed,
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, A represents the
axle of a buggy or other vehicle. B B are the
thills or shafts, and C the cross-bar connect-
ing the latter. D is the front spring, and E
the reach-bar or coupling. T is a bracket se-
cured upon the coupling B, and extending in
front of the spring, where it is provided wiht
two arms, G, located one above the other and
forming bearings for a vertical standard, H,
which is fitted loosely, so as to be capable of
turning in its said bearings. Atitsupper end
the standard H is provided with a vertical
slot, I, in which is pivoted a lever, J, ex-
tending downward and forward between the

- thills. :

The locking device, by which I secure the
thills at any desired elevation, consists of a
box or casting, K, secured to the cross-bar C,
and provided with a vertical slot, L, for the
accommodation of the lever J, the free end of
which slides in said slot. In the box or cast-
ing X, above lever J, is adjusted a latech, M,
operated by a spring, N, and adapted to
engage one of a series of notches, O, in le-
ver dJ.

P is a suitably-constructed catch or trigger
passing through the box K, and projecting
upon the front and rear sides of the latter.
Said trigger, when moved in a forward direc-
tion, is adapted to engage an opening or eye,
Q, in the latech M, which is thereby retained

in an clevated position and prevented from’

engaging the notches in lever J. . By moving
the trigger back the latech is released for op-
eration.

The ends of trigger P, it will be observed,
project upon the front and rear sides of box
K, so that it may be operated automatically
by contact with a knob, R, upon the front end
of lever J and with the upper end of standard
H, respectively.

From the foregoing description, taken in
counection with the drawings hereto annexed,
the operation and advantages of myinvention
will be readily understood.

When the thills are lowered the front end
of the trigger is acted upon by the knob at the
front end of lever J, thereby keeping the de-
vice in position for operation. The thills,
when raised, may be retained in any desired
position by engagement of the spring - lateh
with one of the notehes in lever J. .

To lower the thills, they are first raised sunf-
ficiently to raise the spring-latch out of the
noteh which it at the time engages, when the
trigger may be moved or puashed forward, so
as to retain the latch in such elevated posi-
tion, in which it offers no obstruction to the
lowering of the thills; or the trigger may be
operated Dby raising the thills to their full ca-
pacity, when the rear end of the latch will be
acted upon by the top of standard H with the
result mentioned.

My invention is simple and may be easily
attached to any ordinary vehicle, and it will
be observed that the standard H being piv-
oted in its bearings, no resistance is offered to
the turning of the front axle in turning the
vehicle.

Having thus described myinvention, Iclaim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. In a shaft-supporter for vehicles, the
combination of the pivoted standard H and
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notched lever J, pivoted to the upper end of
said standard, with a suitably - eonstructed
lock secured to the cross-bar of the thills to
engage the said notched lever, as set forth.
2. The combination of the pivoted standard
H, notched lever J, having knob R, and the
lock consisting of the box K, spring-latch M,
having eye Q,and trigger P, projecting in front
and rear of box K, all arranged and operating

10 as and for the purpose set forth.

226,049

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

DAVID A, EPPERSON.

Witnesses: _
JosepH N, REEL,
FRrRANK J. ZILIAK.



